
Index

A
Act for Execution of Defect Warranty 

Liability, 44, 73
Act for the Stable Living of the Elderly, 147
Adelstein, Jake, 88–9
aging and the elderly, 15–18, 34, 50, 72, 

78, 146–7, 171–2, 188
airports, 54, 78–9, 161, 163, 195
American Chamber of Commerce in Japan, 

136, 193
Ando, Tadao, 131
Aneha, Hidetsugu, 60, 72–3, 129
antiquities, 35, 69, 177, 186
Aomori, 22, 79, 163
appliances, home, 28, 36, 44–5, 127, 129, 

163–4, 192
appraisal services, 177
architects, 60, 72–3, 127–33, 136, 

138–40, 164, 178–9
Ariely, Dan, 33, 48
Arudou, Debito, 21, 179
asbestos, 35–6, 39, 69–71, 73, 181, 

187–8
associations, industry, 21, 36, 39, 76, 

102–3, 128, 147, 174, 177–81, 183–4, 
191–3, 196–202, 205–7

associations, neighborhood, 28, 38
Australia, 77, 95, 97–8, 104–5, 118–9, 

150–1, 153, 161–3, 165, 167, 183, 
196

automated teller machines, 67, 98, 103–4, 
119, 166

B
Ban, Shigeru, 131
Bank of Japan, 43, 78, 93, 95, 149, 186
Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi UFJ, 98, 183
bankruptcy, 39, 73, 75–6, 78, 86, 166, 

202–3
basements, 127, 139
bathrooms, 37, 45, 127, 173, 184
Brazil, 21, 118
budgets, 20, 27–30, 47, 94, 102, 127–8, 

138–40, 174, 201
Building Center of Japan, 81, 182, 202
building owners’ committees, 40, 61, 

149–50
building plans, 39, 110, 129, 133, 179, 

206
building repair fees, 28, 40, 52–3, 61, 63, 

143, 150, 153
Building Standard Law, 61, 72–3, 81, 134, 

182, 202

build it yourself, 179
burakumin, 48, 71
C
cable TV and Internet fees, 28, 52
Canada, 29, 65–6, 102, 118, 133, 155, 

165, 167, 200
cancer, 69–70, 113
carbon dioxide, 57, 65, 81, 98
cemeteries, 48, 72
Center for Housing Renovation and Dispute 

Settlement Support (CHORD), 73, 180
Century 21, 35, 100, 197
checklists (land, structure and fixture), 31, 

35–7, 42
Chiba, 22, 27, 54–5, 72, 78, 82, 105, 

148, 186, 198
children, 16–20, 34, 50, 54, 81, 99, 101, 

127, 141, 146–7, 166, 171, 184, 189, 
201

China, 118, 150, 161, 163, 168
Chuo Mitsui Trust & Banking, 98, 183
Cialdini, Robert B., 33
citizenship, 21
closing, 28, 30–1, 35, 42–4, 52–53, 97, 

102
commercial property, 39, 86, 96, 105, 

130, 134–5, 155, 171, 188, 196, 
198–201

Commonwealth Bank of Australia, 95, 
97–8, 104, 165, 183

Comprehensive Assessment System 
for Building Environmental Efficiency 
(CASBEE), 131, 182

condominium management fees, 28, 40, 
52–3, 61, 63, 136, 143–6, 150, 153

condominiums, 12, 27–8, 31, 34, 36–7, 
39–40, 44–5, 50, 52–3, 57–58, 60–4, 
72, 75, 89, 95, 98, 106, 110, 145, 
155, 163–5, 184, 196, 198–200, 203

contractors, 38, 73, 127, 132–3, 139–40, 
164, 180, 185

courts (law), 42, 44, 73, 76, 81, 107, 133, 
142, 146, 155–7, 189

Craigslist, 152
credit bureaus, 102–3, 184
D
Daiwa House, 64, 174, 190
dankaisedai, 15
daycare, 18, 20, 50
death, 16, 27, 35, 57, 70, 72, 76, 85, 93, 

146, 158, 171, 184
deposits, purchase and rental, 30, 34, 

40–2, 68, 76, 142, 144–5, 149, 155–6, 
168, 180



disabilities, 146–7, 189
discrimination, 21, 71, 107, 147
divorce, 17, 94
doors, 37, 44–5, 60
Dytham, Mark, 130
E
earthquakes, 39, 48, 57–60, 65, 70, 72–6, 

85, 113–5, 122, 129, 143, 180–1, 
184–9, 191, 205

Ehime, 79
electrical equipment, 37, 60, 130, 144, 

181
elevators, 34, 61, 184
environmentally friendly buildings, 57, 65, 

81, 127, 130–1, 181–2, 185
evictions, 88, 143, 146, 156, 158
expatriates, 76, 146, 148, 167, 173–4
explanation of important matters, 30–1, 

33, 35, 44, 69, 71–2, 83, 86, 94, 109, 
145–6

F
farmland, 23, 53, 157, 159, 171–2, 

187–8, 203
fertility, 19–20, 23
fire, 36, 38, 60, 63, 65, 72–3, 76, 79, 

114–5, 130, 145–6, 184 
fireplaces, 138–9
Flat 35, 99–100, 187
floods, 36, 48, 71, 84–6, 115, 182, 

186–7, 189
floor-area ratio, 89
flooring, 44–5, 70, 80, 173
Foreclosed Japan, 156, 200
foreclosures, 94, 155–9
Foreign Exchange and Foreign Trade Act, 

149
foreign exchange risk, 77, 165
Foutch, Jason, 35, 100
freeters, 15, 173
Fukuoka, 48, 54, 102–3, 146, 186
Fukui, 79, 82
Fukushima, 79
G
gas stations, 23, 164
Google, 71, 204, 206
government, municipal, 185–6
government, national, 186–189
government, prefectural, 190
guarantors, 21, 31, 103, 105, 108, 145–6 
H
Hatoyama, Yukio, 21
Headquarters for Earthquake Research 

Promotion, 74, 187
heavy metals, 82
height restrictions, 62, 89
Herman, Steven L., 106–7
Hiroshima, 54, 102–3, 157, 186

Hokkaido, 22, 54, 70–1, 78–9, 95, 161–7, 
178–9, 195–6

home builders, 190–1, 199, 201
home electronics, 130, 192
home ownership rates, 16
homes for the elderly, 172
homes, new, 32, 34, 43–5, 57–9, 62, 

65–8, 73, 80, 89, 95, 98, 103–6, 110, 
148–9, 180, 198–200

homes, pre-owned, 27–8, 30–1, 34, 36, 
44, 50, 57–61, 84, 98, 103–5, 148, 
180, 198–200

Hong Kong, 20, 105, 118, 161, 163, 
167, 169

Hongkong and Shanghai Banking 
Corporation (HSBC), 95, 98, 104–5, 183

hospitals, 23, 50, 54, 72, 75, 78, 130, 
135, 148, 172

houses, detached, 12, 27, 34, 39, 44, 57, 
59, 63–4, 66, 75–6, 98, 141, 145, 155, 
182, 203

houses, log, 65, 133, 190–1
Housing Quality Assurance Act, 58, 72–3, 

81, 115, 139, 182, 202
Hyogo, 82
I
Ibaraki, 79
immigration, 20–1, 29
Immigration Bureau, 118, 168
industrial land, 49, 71, 82–3, 135, 188, 

199, 200, 203
institutes, professional, 29, 83, 128, 131, 

178–9, 187, 189, 194, 203, 205
influenza, 80, 165
information asymmetry, 11
inheritances, 16, 118
insulation, 70, 81, 131
insurance, 111, 113–5, 122, 127–8, 142, 

146, 164, 172, 184, 187, 191
interest rates, 29, 78, 93, 97–9, 104, 165
international brands, 129, 192
Ishihara, Shintaro, 21, 79
Ishikawa, 79–80
Ito, Toyo, 131
J
Japanese Civil Code, 42, 145
Japan External Trade Organization (JETRO), 

70, 166
Japan Housing Finance Agency, 67, 99, 

187
J-REIT (Japanese real estate investment 

trust), 174, 188, 192, 202
jichinsai, 139
judicial scriveners, 31, 42–4, 108, 119, 

150, 168, 193
K
Kagawa, 70
Kagoshima, 79, 84



Kanagawa, 22, 27, 55, 65–8, 72, 82, 105, 
115, 198

Kawasaki, 50, 54, 186
Keally, Charles T., 69
key money, 141–2
Kirch, John and Chiharu, 136–40
Kitakyushu, 54, 186
kitchens, 37, 45, 61, 127, 129, 152, 173, 

184, 192
Klassen, Simon, 150–3
Klein, Astrid, 129
Klein Dytham architecture, 129
Kobe, 54, 71, 75, 102, 105, 186
kodan, 62, 200
Kure, 71
Kurokawa, Kisho, 136
Kyoto, 51, 54–5, 71, 102, 105, 146, 

186, 200
Kyushu, 88, 145, 179
L
land rental fees, 28, 40, 63
land-sharking, 86
landslides, 36, 84–6, 182, 189
lawyers, 35, 43–4, 89, 140, 158, 168, 

193
LDK measurements, 61
leaks, 37, 45, 139
leasehold land, 62–3
lease renewal fees, 146 
leases, 43, 120, 142–7, 201
Legal Affairs Bureau, 31, 43, 62, 110, 187
lighting, 37, 131, 144, 192
Lindal Cedar Homes, 65, 133, 191
loan-to-value ratio, 29, 77, 102, 104–5
Lockwood, Charles, 131
love hotels, 173
low-cost housing, 173
M
machiya, 51, 200
magazines, 28, 129, 136, 138, 193–5, 

199
maintenance, 34, 40, 45, 58–9, 61–3, 80, 

127, 144, 151, 164, 191
Markle, David, 157–9
marriage, 20
megaprojects, 79
Meikai University, 83
migration, internal, 22–3
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare, 

80, 188
Ministry of Justice, 88, 168, 188
Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport 

and Tourism, 23, 29, 72, 79, 117, 164, 
178, 185, 188–9, 197

Ministry of the Environment, 70, 82, 187
Misawa Homes, 64, 174, 190, 201
Mitsubishi Estate, 174, 190
Mitsubishi UFG Financial Group, 98, 183
Mitsui Fudosan, 174
Mitsui Home, 64, 190
Miyagi, 79
Mizuho Bank, 98, 107, 183
Mizuho Trust Bank, 98, 183
mortgage approval, 30–1, 94–5
mortgage brokers, 96–7, 183
mortgage documents, 107–111
mortgage lenders, 182–3
mortgages, 29–31, 35, 40, 42–3, 

52–3, 63, 67, 73, 76–8, 93–111, 113, 
119–20, 122–3, 129, 138, 155–6, 165, 
168, 182–4, 199

mortgages, reverse, 16, 93, 184
mutual funds, 29, 174
N
Nagasaki, 22, 186
Nagoya, 15, 22, 54, 102–4, 171, 186, 

188
National Australia Bank, 95, 97–8, 104–6, 

165, 183
National Tax Agency, 117, 119, 189
newspapers, 79, 155, 157, 193–5
Niigata, 79
Niseko, 77–8, 104, 161–9, 195–6
noise, 38, 47, 49, 60–1, 79
nuclear power, 79–80, 196
O
offer to purchase, 30, 33, 35, 39
off-the-plan purchases, 32, 104–5, 165
Okinawa, 71
one-person households, 17
online news services, 167, 193–6
organized crime exclusion clause, 41, 88
Osaka, 15, 22, 54, 71, 85, 102–5, 146, 

157, 171, 186, 188, 203, 207
Oskamp, Erik, 148 
P
PanaHome, 64, 190, 201
parasite singles, 18
permanent residency, 20–1, 97, 100–1, 

103–7, 118, 156
property management services, 149–50, 

156, 164–5, 184, 195–6, 201–2
plumbing, 37–8, 45, 62, 192
police, 69, 87–8
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), 49, 82–3, 

187
population, 15–20, 22–3, 53, 171–2, 189
prices, property, 27–9, 47, 49–54, 58, 64, 

71, 78, 86, 95, 117–8, 127, 149–50, 
156–7, 165–6, 171, 188, 203



R
railways and subways, 22–3, 27, 31, 

47–50, 52, 85, 136, 148–9, 153, 163, 
167, 195, 206

real estate agents, 30–6, 39, 41–4, 65, 
68–9, 71–2, 83, 86, 88, 95–6, 101, 
108–10, 119, 138–40, 142, 145–9, 
157, 159, 168, 180–1, 196–203

Real Estate Information Network System 
(REINS), 29, 200

real estate listings, 27, 31–2, 50–3, 155, 
198–201

redevelopment, 32, 49, 62, 99, 131, 202
reform (renovation), 38–9, 57–8, 60, 62, 

70, 180, 182, 196, 201
rental housing, 141–153, 173, 201
research, 48–9, 202–3
Resona Bank, 98, 106, 183
restoration fees, 145
Rioux, Jean-Guy, Jr., 65–8
roofs, 40, 44–5, 64
rural areas, 23, 53–4, 157, 171–2, 187
S
Saga, 79
Saitama, 22, 27, 54–5, 105, 198
sale and purchase (S&P) agreements, 

30–1, 35–6, 39–42, 44, 88, 94, 109, 
168

Sapporo, 48, 54–5, 84, 102–3, 161, 163, 
167, 186, 195

schools and universities, 47–8, 50, 54, 64, 
75, 83, 130, 135, 148

seals, 35–6, 39, 41, 108
Sekisui Heim, 59, 64, 190
Sekisui House, 64, 174, 190
Sendai, 54, 102–3, 157, 186
shadow restrictions, 89, 127, 138
Shiga, 82, 146
Shimane, 79
Shinsei Bank, 67, 98, 103, 182–3
Shizuoka, 54, 79, 115, 178
sick house syndrome, 80–1, 182, 185
Singapore, 20, 104–5, 118, 161
single-parent households, 17
skiing, 161–7
software, 203–5
soil contamination, 36, 38, 82–3
solar power, 37, 48, 65, 98, 123, 127, 

130, 181
South Korea, 20, 118, 161, 163
stocks, 29, 109, 174
subsidence, 36, 38
suburbs, 51–3
Sumitomo Forestry, 64, 174, 190
Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corp., 98, 138, 

183

Sumitomo Realty & Development, 174, 
190, 201

Sumitomo Trust & Banking Co. 98, 183
sunlight, 48, 60, 62, 89
Suruga Bank, 98, 103, 182–3
survey (land), 41, 110, 205
Suumo, 28, 194, 199
Sweden House, 65, 133, 191
SxL, 64, 190
T
Taiwan, 20, 161, 163
tate uri, 64
taxes, 23, 28, 31, 40–3, 47, 52–3, 57, 61, 

66–7, 77–8, 84, 109, 115, 117–123, 
127, 142–3, 150–1, 164, 168, 181, 
188–9, 205

termites, 35, 37, 60, 84, 206
title, 31, 35, 41–4, 72, 110, 193
Tochigi, 82
Tokyo, 15, 22–3, 27, 29, 47–52, 54–55, 

59, 65, 70–2, 74, 76, 79–80, 82, 84–5, 
87–8, 102–7, 115, 119, 121, 131, 136, 
141, 146–53, 157, 163, 167, 169, 
171–2, 174, 177–8, 180, 185–6, 188, 
192, 197–200, 202–3, 207

Tokyo Electric Power, 80, 207
Tokyu Homes, 65, 67, 190
tourism, 162, 166–7, 185
translations, 206
tsunamis, 73, 85, 115, 187, 189
typhoons, 65, 84–5, 189, 206
U
ultra-long-life houses, 57–8
unemployment, 76, 94
United Kingdom, 34, 57, 118, 141, 167
United Nations, 107, 192
United States, 15, 21, 29, 34, 57, 78, 84, 

93, 97, 102, 118, 130, 133, 141, 155, 
161, 163, 165, 167

universal design, 98, 122, 147, 181, 199, 
206

uri tate, 64
utility companies, 207
V
ventilation, 65, 80–1
volatile organic compounds, 65, 80, 82, 

182
W
warranties, 35, 44–5, 58, 73, 180, 184
water pollution, 82–3
Windholz, Steven, 156
windows, 37, 44–5, 67, 131, 184
Willetts, Dale and Alyssa, 167–9
Woodward, Susan, 97
World Health Organization, 69, 80
World War II, 43, 48



Y
Yakuza, 41, 49, 86–9, 143, 156, 193
Yamada, Masahiro, 18
Yamagata, 79, 82
Yamaguchi, 79
Yamanashi, 157–9
yields, 148, 153, 171
Yokohama, 54, 102, 104, 157, 186, 198
Yubari, 78
Z
Zoning, 89, 95, 134–5, 159, 166

From Landed: The guide to buying property in Japan, 
www.landedbook.com, ISBN: 978-988-17147-3-2. 
© 2010 Dillon Communications Ltd. all rights reserved.


